Ideas for Using Old Photographs

With all the activities outlined below it is useful to introduce the concept that buildings often change their use, therefore shops may change over time but the buildings may remain unaltered. So suggest to children that they look both at the building and the building itself.
Film/TV Set

Activity for using then and now photographs.

This activity is an interesting way to get children to look closely at the photographs and see how the area has changed and what remains from an earlier period.

The basic idea is that a film/TV company is looking for outside settings for a new programme set in Victorian times/1950s. The children have to look at possible settings in the town to see how much would need to be altered to create the right period look. You can do this by giving them the two photos together and asking them to complete this activity.
Write a report for the TV/film company making sure you answer these questions:

What parts of the street scene are from the period?

With more recent changes, what could be covered up and what could be removed?

What props would need to be added to the street scene?

If you have given the children several photographs they could make a recommendation about which part of the town is still the most original and would need least work to turn into a period set.

Past Predictions

Activity for using then and now photographs.

This activity starts with looking at the now photograph and asks the children to look carefully to identify the part of Trowbridge.

Ask the children for ideas on how the area might have looked 50/100 years ago. Would it be very different? Just the same?
Then give them the old photograph and ask them to look at what is the same and what is different. Were there as many changes as they expected?
You can repeat this approach with other photographs and you should find that the children’s predictions about what has changed become more accurate.
