Using Maps 
Maps can be an excellent source of information about any town, but they can be confusing for children. Comparing maps from different periods can provide useful information about changes in the town, but as the maps usually have different formats this can give a misleading impression.

Introducing old maps

The aim of these activities is to help orientate children. 

Ask the children to colour key things on the map, to help them identify things and to make comparisons between maps of different periods; e.g colour the river blue, any fields or parks green etc.
Set children the task of finding and marking on the map buildings or features that may be familiar to them today; e.g. the school, the park, the parish church.

Ask the children to trace a route on the map and describe what they can see along the route, e.g. from the town bridge to the parish church.

Making Comparisons
The aim of this activity is to find out about changes to the town over a period of time. You could use the maps supplied on the website or compare any of them to a modern map of the town.

To prepare the children for this activity it is useful if they understand a little about what maps are and how they are constructed. It is especially important that they understand that what is marked on the map is selective; for example just because one map shows individual buildings and another map doesn’t – they shouldn’t conclude that all the buildings have disappeared.

When comparing two maps from different periods I usually ask children to look for specific changes – e.g. how has the area around the railway station changed or what happened to the fields around the town. It is best to direct the children to look for the changes that relate to the learning objective for the activity.
You can use a sequence of maps to look at the overall growth of the town. To do this activity you would need to ensure that the maps showed the full extent of the town at that time. The maps on the website are not suited to this as they only show the central part of Trowbridge.

