Using Paintings

Paintings can provide useful reference for periods before the widespread use of photography (mid 19th century). However, they can be inaccurate and subject to bias.

Looking at Bias

Using the line drawing of Trowbridge Town and other sources of information about the town in the mid 19th Century.

Start by looking at the line drawing of the town. Ask the children to suggest words to describe the scene in the picture. You could ask them to choose from a selection like noisy/peaceful, dirty/clean, rural/industrial, nice/nasty. 

Alternatively, you could ask children to imagine that they are standing in the field in the drawing and describe what they can hear, what they can smell, what they can see etc. 
What impression overall do they gain of Trowbridge from this drawing? Does it look like the sort of town they would want to live in?

Now use alternative sources of evidence to consider whether or not this is an accurate impression of Trowbridge at this time. 

This could include descriptions of the town, the aerial photograph from a slightly later period, any photographs of the town from a similar period. 

If they conclude that this isn’t an accurate portrayal, can they think of any reasons why? A good starting point may be to consider why the artist drew the original, for sale, for record, as a commission?

Paintings as Evidence

There are several watercolours showing Trowbridge in the Tudor/Stuart period. These pre-date photographs and therefore are our only visual evidence of how the town may have looked at that time. It should be noted that they were not drawn in that period but by artists painting over 100 years later, which may give us reason to question their accuracy.
Ask children to look at the drawings and see what they can find out about the Town at that time. What were the streets like? The houses? The people? Can they see any familiar buildings? (the church is unchanged since this time). 
Ask the children to imagine that they are standing in the street in the photograph and get them to describe what they can hear, smell and see around them.

